CHURCH OF THE GOOD S HEPHERD (EPISCOPAL)

THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
MAY 2, 2021
THE HOLY EUCHARIST AT 8:00 AM ON ZOOM & 10:30 AM OUTDOOR
214 Main Street; Post Office Box 412, Nashua, New Hampshire 03061
Church Office 603-882-5352
www.cgsnashua.org

Prelude

“Prelude in G major”

Felix Mendelssohn

Opening Sentence
Celebrant Alleluia! Christ is risen.
People
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Hymn 296 (8:00)

“We know that Christ is raised and dies no more”

The Gloria
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
The Collect of the Day
Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your Son Jesus Christ to
be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.
The First Lesson Acts 8:26-40
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem
to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court
official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to
worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to
Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He
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asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And
he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this:
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his
mouth. In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away
from the earth.” The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about
himself or about someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to
him the good news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch
said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, and
both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out
of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way
rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good
news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 22:24-30 Deus, Deus meus
My praise is of him in the great assembly; I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship
him.
The poor shall eat and be satisfied, and those who seek the Lord shall praise him: "May your heart live
for ever!"
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, and all the families of the nations shall
bow before him.
For kingship belongs to the Lord; he rules over the nations.
To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; all who go down to the dust fall before him.
My soul shall live for him; my descendants shall serve him; they shall be known as the Lord's for ever.
They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn the saving deeds that he has done.
The Second Lesson 1 John 4:7-21
A Reading from the First Letter of John the Apostle.
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.
Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. God's love was revealed among us in this way:
God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God
but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so
much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us,
and his love is perfected in us. By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of
his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. God
abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So we have known and believe
the love that God has for us. God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them.
Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is,
so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with
punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. Those
who say, "I love God," and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister
whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. The commandment we have from him is this:
those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Musical Reflection Solo (8:00)

“Christ, the vine”

Robert J. Powell

The Gospel John 15:1-8
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
Glory to you Lord Christ
Jesus said to his disciples, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every branch in me
that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been
cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear
fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the
branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.
Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown
into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will
be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You Lord Christ
The Sermon

Pastor Mike

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and
unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the
Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose
again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With
the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in
one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Prayers of the People
Leader:

People:
Leader:

People:
Leader:
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Heavenly Father, through the Resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ, the faithful witness and the
first-born of the dead, you bring life and immortality to light. We thank you for the revelation of
the glory of your love for us in the things concerning Jesus in the days of his flesh. Give your
grace to the Church: that in every place in my witness to your love for the world, by its life and
prayer and service. Lord in Your Mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Bless the church in this diocese, bless Rob our bishop, Mike and Greg our priests, Nancy our
Deacon, Mike our ordinand, and for all those who volunteer in order to make the ministry of the
church effective. Lord in Your Mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Inspire with your holy and peaceable wisdom all those who have been entrusted with the
authority of government, and whose decisions affect the lives of others: that they may exercise
their authority and use their power with compassion and for the betterment of the whole
creation. Give moral courage and integrity to our leaders that all may enjoy the blessings of

People:
Leader:

People:
Leader:

People:
Leader:

People:
Leader:

People:

peace and prosperity. Lord in Your Mercy,
Hear our prayer.
We pray for our congregation. Grant us the courage and generosity to be able to seek your will
and then to accomplish it: that through obedience and united in the Mind of Christ, we may be
faithful stewards of all the miracles you entrust into our keeping. Lord in Your Mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Hear us as we pray for all who are suffering: those who are sick in mind, body, or spirit; those in
distress, anxiety, or loneliness. Make Your presence known to them all according to their need,
and turn the hearts of those who would seek to impose their will on others by violence or
cruelty. Lord in Your Mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Receive into your loving presence those who have died: bring them out of the darkness of the
grave into your own marvelous light, and grant that in the fullness of time we may be reunited
with those we love but see no longer. Lord in Your Mercy,
Hear our prayer.
So grant that joining our prayers with all the redeemed in heaven and on earth, we may glorify
you in all that we are and do, and that the whole world may live to the praise and glory of your
Name. Hear us for the sake of your Love in Jesus our Lord.
Amen.

For Healing and Special Concerns
Richard
Diane Adams
Bob Adolt
Jerry Armstrong
Lori Azevedo
Rick Barber
Wesley Barrett
Bob Bloemer
Ella Brown
Margaret Sheehan Brown
Rose Emma Caisse

Paul Cormier
Ann Dadak
Charlotte Davis
Thomas Dorgan
Roxanne Dwyer
Debbie Ekers
Roger Ekers
Kathy Eckles
John Epstein
Charlotte Flint
Charles Freiburger

Maurice Gilbert
Howard Gollihue
Maureen Haak
Wendy Huckins
Marie Hurley
Evelyn Jensen
Jimmy Kantargis
Pauline Lawrence
Dawn Marie Long
Sandra Long
Nancy Martin

Claire McGraw
Elissa Morin
Craig Morton
Susan Nadeau
Teiyana Nolan
Michelle Normandin
Tina Terry Peel
Aimee Pelletier
Leah Rideout
Kathie Russeau
Samantha Russeau

Kate Schaller
Don Shepard
Judy Simonds
Cody Sleeper
Dawne Sosa
Jeffrey Supple
Donna Voveris
Chris Walsh
Margery Warner
John Waugh
Don Yelton

For Those Deployed in the Military
Robert Herendeen
Brandon Griffen

Bryan Laliberte
Jim Kelly

An Altar Remembrance is given in memory of Angela Sgro by Tina-Marie Liles.
The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
The People greet one another in the Name of Christ
The Announcements
THE HOLY COMMUNION
Anthem (8:00)

“Most glorious Lord of life”

Richard Shephard

Most glorious Lord of life, that on this day, Didst make thy triumph over death and sin: And having harrowed hell, didst bring away
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Captivity thence captive, us to win: This joyous day, dear Lord, with joy begin, And grant that we for whom thou diddest die, Being
with thy dear blood clean washed from sin, May live for ever in felicity. And that thy love we weighing worthily, May likewise love
thee for the same again: And for thy sake, that all like dear didst buy, With love may one another entertain. So let us love, dear love,
like as we ought, Love is the lesson which the Lord us taught. –Edmund Spenser

Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator
of heaven and earth, but chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus
Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the
world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life;
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven,
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the
calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made
flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior
and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you.
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this,
all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your
creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that
they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in
his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time,
put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with with the EverBlessed Virgin Mary and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our
salvation. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and foreverever. AMEN.
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The Lord’s Prayer
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia
The Invitation to Communion
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him
in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
For those worshipping with us online, and wish to receive the sacrament, it will be available in the church
parking lot or by pulling up outside the front of the church on Main Street, for pickup by appointment, please
see the signup sheet online. The prayer of thanksgiving and the blessing will be administered to all who pick up
communion at the church together with the dismissal.
For those who cannot receive communion in person the following prayer of Spiritual Communion is said as the
ministers receive the Sacrament.
Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Blessed Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I desire to
receive Your Spirit in my Spirit. Although I cannot now receive you physically, come into my heart nonetheless
as my invited guest. I welcome You into my life, knowing that you are already here, and I pray that by Your
grace and power we may be mystically united, never to be separated. Amen.
At Your feet, O Jesus, I prostrate myself and I offer to You the repentance of my contrite heart. I adore You in
the Sacrament of Your love, the most holy Eucharist. I desire to receive You into the poor dwelling that my
heart offers You. While waiting for the happiness of sacramental communion, I wish to welcome You in spirit.
Come to me, O my Jesus, as I, for my part, am coming to You! May Your love embrace my whole being in life
and in death. I believe in You, I hope in You, I love You. Amen.
Hymn 182 (8:00)
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“Christ is alive! Let Christians sing”

Prayer of Thanksgiving after Communion
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most precious
Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we
are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send
us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our
Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
The Solemn Blessing of Easter
May Almighty God, Who has redeemed us and made us His children through the resurrection of His Son our
Lord, bestow upon you the riches of His blessing. Amen.
May God, Who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life, make you holy and
worthy to be united with Christ for ever. Amen.
May God, Who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in the Redeemer, bring you
to your eternal inheritance. Amen.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you
for ever. Amen.
Dismissal
Go in the Peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.
Postlude

“Truro”

J. Wayne Kerr

ASSISTING IN OUR WORSHIP
Readers: 8:00 am: Susan Nutting, Louise Bessler, Sarah Patton.
10:30 am: Will be selected from those present at the outdoor service.
Verger: John Rowntree

THE PARISH NOTICES
Thank you to the musicians who have contributed to this service: April Duncan, Don Fluckinger, Cindy Hayes,
Chris Howard, Norma Howard.
Change to Sunday Services: Beginning TODAY, Sunday, May 2nd. Both the 8:00 am service and the 10:30
am service will be Holy Eucharist. The 10:30 am service will be in-person outdoor on the North Side Lawn of
the church. Sign up is required for the in-person service and will be limited to 30 parishioners with all Covid-19
protocols
being
followed.
Please
use
this
sign
up
to
join:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0E4CAFAF29AAFB6-outdoor2. Drive up Eucharist will now be done
after the 8:00 am online Zoom service, starting at 9am in the church parking lot. You can use this sign up to
receive communion at 9am: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0E4CAFAF29AAFB6-sunday1.
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Tech Help Offered: Do you have problems or questions on using ZOOM, can’t find us on YouTube or
Facebook?
Trouble navigating through the tech world. Help is here! Simply send an email to
wardens@cgsnashua.org or call Sue Corman at 603/424-2432 and we will pair you up with someone who can
help. Are you already a pro, (or even semi-pro)? Contact Sue to be added to the help list.
CGS Spring Raffle!!: Don’t miss your opportunity to purchase a raffle ticket to support CGS and our
Community Action Programs. Proceeds will go to the Community Action budget, supporting our partners
including The Front Door Agency and The Nashua Soup Kitchen and Shelter. You could win the grand prize of
$2,500, 1st prize of $1,000 or 2nd prize of $500! Only 200 tickets will be sold increasing your chances of being a
winner. Tickets are available for $50 each and can be purchased by emailing the church at
cgscares@cgsnashua.org or calling the church at 603-882-5352. Checks payable to Church of the Good
Shepherd. Any questions? Contact Sue Corman or Jill Rosier. Thank you for your generous support!
Something on your mind? Ask your Wardens! We have a new email set up for the Vestry Wardens, it is
wardens@cgsnashua.org. Feel free to contact us with your thoughts or concerns...or just to say hello!
Sue Corman, Sr. Warden; Sandy Desharnais, Jr. Warden
Wednesday Morning Prayer: Wednesdays at 9:30 am. Pastors Mike & Greg will be offering In-Person
Morning Prayer here at the Church. You can sign up to attend by using this Sign-Up Genius:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0E4CAFAF29AAFB6-tuesday. Please note that all Covid-19
protocols (mask wearing and social distancing) must be observed while in the building.
Communion Outside Sign-Ups: Parishioners wishing to receive communion outside are welcome to come to
the church immediately following the 8:00 am service, which requires a sign up. To sign up click on this link:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0E4CAFAF29AAFB6-sunday1. Or you may call the Office, Monday
through Friday, 9 am to 2 pm to sign up as well.
Sunday Worship via Zoom Link: Sunday Mornings at 8:00 am. Here is the link to join in each week:
Topic: Sunday Worship Online Time: This is a recurring meeting Meet anytime
Join Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/92625169665
Meeting ID: 926 2516 9665
Sunday Adult Forum: Sunday Mornings at 9:00 am. The topic this Sunday is “Easter in Jerusalem”. Here is
the link to join in each week:
Topic: Sunday Adult Forum
Time: This is a recurring meeting Meet anytime
Join Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/96730301609
Meeting ID: 967 3030 1609
CGS Scrip Cards: Are you willing to earn 5% of everything you spend for CGS? And, without you spending any
extra! On average Scrips rebates 5% of Gift Card sales directly to our Parish, but many give even more! Go to the
Scrips web site, https://shop.shopwithscrip.com/Login/Enroll use our CGS code- 13E9362921L91 to sign up for
electronic/online ordering.

Amazon Smile = $ for CGS: Don’t forget, CGS is an AmazonSmile charitable partner. Every time you shop at
Amazon they will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from eligible AmazonSmile purchases to Church of the
Good Shepherd! It's easy to set up - 1. Just go to www.smile.amazon.com. 2. Select your charity - enter
“Church of the Good Shepherd Nashua”. CGS will pop up for you to select. Now you are all set to shop to your
hearts content and help raise funds for our parish. All of your settings from your existing Amazon.com account
will crossover, same log in, registries, shopping cart, etc. If you are an Amazon Prime member this will cross
over as well. Once you are set up with CGS as your selected charity, shop at smile.amazon.com. The great part
is that if you forget and log in to www.Amazon.com a reminder and link for AmazonSmile will pop up! Tell
your family and friends who shop at Amazon to go in and select CGS as their Smile partner too.
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An Altar of Roses
Mother’s Day Remembrances
Back this year! We invite you to join us this Mother’s Day for The Church of the Good Shepherd’s special tribute to all of
the women we love.
You can order one or more roses using the form below. The roses will adorn our church and altar for the services on
Mother’s Day. And we will specially remember those women whose names we receive in the Prayers of the People.
After the service, you will be able to take home the number of roses for which donations have been made.
Please Remember The Following Women:
In Thanksgiving (for those with us)

In Memory (of those deceased)

Number of Roses requested: ___________

Requested by: ___________________________________________________________
While there is never a cost to remember someone in prayer, a $5.00 donation is requested to cover the cost for each rose
you wish to order.
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY.

DEADLINE - WEDNESDAY, MAY 5th

The People of God of
CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD (EPISCOPAL)
Ministers
Bishop of New Hampshire
Rector
Curate
Deacon
Senior Warden
Junior Warden
Vergers
Music Director
Parish Administrator
Communications Secretary
Sunday School Coordinator
Youth Ministry
Front Door Agency
Sexton
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All Baptized Parishioners
The Rt. Rev. A. Robert Hirschfeld
The Rev. Michael Greene
The Rev. Gregory Baker
The Rev. Nancy Meyer
Sue Corman
Sandy Desharnais
John Townsend, Howard Titus, John Rowntree
Brett Greene
John Budzyna
Abbie Law
Mary O’Reilly
Nancy Madeira
Maryse Wirbal
Brian Wisnosky

