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CLERGY CORNER

Dear Friends,

With our Easter celebrations we rejoiced in God’s promises — not only of eternal life
in heaven when we die — but new hope and life for this journey here on earth. In keeping with
this theme, this Easter Season we are embarking on some new exciting new things at CGS.
The day after Easter we began a parallel journey with Pastor Alanna for our
sabbatical/refresher leave. She will be joined by myself and the parish as we take a look at
our pasts, our present, and do some dreaming and visioning about our futures.

Later on in this edition of the newsletter are the details of what all of us will be doing during
these next several months.

| encourage you and truly hope you will make an extra effort to join us on Sunday
mornings as we experience several different ancient liturgies during worship and spend the
Fellowship Hour reminiscing and dreaming! Also note at the bottom of the page of details
the information about “Walking In The Light”, an exciting program that will take place at the
end of October. Save the dates!

On a different note — THANK YOU CGS!! It was a wonderful surprise and a great,
delightful honor to have a “party” in between services on March 6 celebrating my 30 year
anniversary as Rector. It is always an honor and privilege to lead this great community of
faith filled people, but it meant so much to me to receive so many wonderful expressions of
gratitude, appreciation and gifts. While there were several great speeches, we have included
Pastor Alanna’s speech on the last page of this newsletter, with her one of a kind comparison
of Madonna and me, a read that is worth a chuckle for those who were not there!

| celebrate with you — not only the joy of God’s Easter gift — but the vitality of our
parish as it continually helps the Risen Lord become real in our lives!

Peace
Odie



CGS: The Crossroad of the Cups: A Pilgrimage of the Past, Present & Possibility
Refresher Leave 2016

“A time of Refresher Leave for congregations and clergy strengthens congregations by providing
opportunities for pastors to step away briefly from the persistent obligations of daily parish life while
the congregation simultaneously engages in a time of reflection, exploration and discovery.” —The
Lilly Endowment National Clergy Renewal Program

Pastor Alanna Timeline

Pilgrimage of the Past
April 4-22- Scotland & Northern Ireland
*Edinburgh, Aberdeen, lona, Glasgow,
Belfast

April 22-May 6- Republic of Ireland
*Dublin, Cork, Killarney, Shannon, Galway

May 6-20- England
*Canterbury, London

Pilgrimage of the Present
May 20-June 16- Home in New Hampshire

Pilgrimage of Possibility

June 17-30- California

*Santa Monica, Thad’s Episcopal
*VVenice Beach, Laundry Love

Vacation Time
July 1-22- New England
*Time with family during Summer

Return Celebration
July 24- Church of the Good Shepherd

Church of the Good Shepherd Timeline

Pilgrimage of the Past

April 3- Liturgy from Ancient Church- 3 Century
Hippolytus; Sunday Forum- A timeline of the
Anglican Communion & Episcopal Church

April 10- Liturgy from the Reformation Era 1549;
Sunday Forum- A timeline of Congregational
history noting major events in church life

April 17- Liturgy from the Episcopal Church of
Scotland 1789; Sunday Forum- A timeline of
our individual history and current ministry at CGS

Pilgrimage of the Present
April 24- Liturgy from the lona Community,
Scotland

Pilgrimage of Possibility

May 8- Liturgy from Enriching Our Worship;
Sunday Forum- Exploring where God is calling
us to ministry in the future

July 31- Pilgrimage of Renewal Highlights: Reflection of the Crossroad of the Cups

Fall 2016 Re-Immersion

Sept., Oct. and Nov. Sun. Forums: “Discoveries on the Pilgrimage of Renewal: Meeting at
the Crossroads of the Cups”. Insights learned shared, one by CGS and two by Alanna.

WALKING IN THE LIGHT

October 30-November 3: A Week of Spiritual Renewal with four guest preachers “residing”
in the congregation for conversation, table fellowship, teaching, peaching and worship
geared toward filling the congregation’s spiritual cup. Every evening will feature a sermon
and discussion by one of our guest preachers. Every meal time during the week will be an
opportunity for parishioners to also have small group discussions with our leaders. SAVE

THESE DATES!



Mission Trip Dance and Hypnotist Fundraiser

This year our youth will be sponsoring a dance with DJ Janet Hickey and a hypnotism show
with comedy hypnotist Peter Mamos. The dance/hypnotism show will take place on April 16
from 6:30 until 10:30 p.m. Don't miss out on your chance to purchase tickets! We only have
100 tickets left! Tickets are $25 per person and will be on sale in April, so look for our
group during coffee hour. Tickets can also be purchased in the church office. Past youth
events have been very popular and those who go love it. We hope you can make it. Thanks!

Harless College Scholarship

Attention graduating HS Seniors: Applications for the CGS Harless Scholarship are available
from the church office. Deadline for submitting a complete application is May 1%, no
exceptions!

Finally, on behalf of all the Rite 13, J2A, and YAC youth and parents, We would like to
thank this year’s amazing Youth Advisors: Chris von Hagn, Calann Hertel, Eileen Brunk
and Leo Brunk, Denise Thompson and Marcie Byrd. Thank you all for your dedication to
this ministry. Your time, efforts and individual talents brought to our group is what makes
this youth program successful. Thank you again, Kelly and Stephen

Save the Date: Music Camp

Mark your calendars! CGS will be hosting a music day camp for children entering 2nd
through 8th grade on August 15-19, 8:30am-11:30am, culminating in a musical presentation
during the 9:45 services on Sunday, August 21. The camp will offer an opportunity for
children to develop skills in reading music, singing, and ringing handbells. For more
information, please contact Brett Greene at music@cgsnashua.org
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Lots of Fund Raising News and Opportunities
amazon

You shop. Amazon gives.

Exciting news CGS parishioners: we are now an AmazonSmile charitable partner. What
does this mean? Every time you shop at Amazon they will donate 0.5% of the purchase price
from eligible AmazonSmile purchases to Church of the Good Shepherd!
It's easy to set up - 1. Just go to www.smile.amazon.com.

2. Select your charity - enter “Church of the Good Shepherd Nashua”.
CGS will pop up for you to select.

Now you are all set to shop to your hearts content and help raise funds for our parish. All of
your settings from your existing Amazon.com account will crossover, same log in, registries,
shopping cart, etc. If you are an Amazon Prime member this will cross over as well.

Once you are set up with CGS as your selected charity, shop at smile.amazon.com. The great
part is that if you forget and log in to www.Amazon.com a reminder and link for
AmazonSmile will pop up!

Tell your family and friends who shop at Amazon to go in and select CGS as their Smile
partner too. This is a great way to have people outside of our parish help us as well.

If you have any questions please feel free to contact Jill Rosier at fjker@comcast.net or in
person on a Sunday!

Happy shopping and thank you for supporting Church of the Good Shepherd.

RAFFLE TIME - BATTER UP — YANKS VS RED SOX

The CGS Spring raffle this year continues our traditional tickets to our Favorite game:
Yankee’s (Odie) versus, of course, Red Sox Nation (the rest of us). Tickets are $10 each or 3
for $25 and will be available on Sunday’s during the coffee hour or from the church office
during the week. Drawing will be June 19t at 11:00 a.m. A special incentive prize will be
given to the person who sells the most tickets. Please help by taking tickets to sell. The
tickets will be for the NY/Boston game on Saturday September 17t Great seats in Field
box 81, row H, seats 3 and 4.

Vintage Movie DVD’s for Sale

The Favorite Family is making available for sale, with the proceeds going to CGS, over 300
DVD’s of star-studded movies! All of them collector’s items!

Click HERE to see the list — you are bound to find some of your favorite old time movies,
which will be a treasure to own!


http://www.smile.amazon.com/
http://www.cgsnashua.org/clientimages/54841/pdfs/7giving/movie%20list.pdf
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FRONT DOOR

Your Path to Self-Sufficiency

SPECIAL CONCERT TO BENEFIT THE FRONT DOOR

An Afternoon of Chamber Music for

Flute, Cello, and Piano
Performed by Leslie Stroud, flute * Peter Zay, cello * Matthew Odell, piano

Sunday, April 24, 2016, 3:30 p.m.
Main Street Methodist Church

Free Will Offering
These professional musicians, from around the northeast, are being sponsored by Church of
the Good Shepherd, Main St. Methodist Church and CAMEO Arts Foundation

WOW — And Thanks!!!

The Front Door Agency would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to CGS members and
those in the community who supported the 28" Annual Gourmet Festival and Auction held
March 20th. This year’s event raised a record $144,000!! These funds support families in
need in the greater Nashua Area and especially our Transitional Housing Program which
helps needy moms and their kids become self-sufficient. The Fund-A-Need portion of the
program, raised $38,000 alone to support the educational goals for women in the transitional
housing program.

Special thanks for all who attended the COMEDY SPECTACULAR in March that
successfully raised $3,600 designated to benefit the Front Door! What a fun way to raise
money!

Special Thanks as well to the CGS Outreach Committee and all those who adopted and
provided Easter baskets for the children of the Front Door’s Transitional Housing Program!
Thanks to the Committee and to all who made it a success!



IT’S PICTURE TIME AT CGS

It is time to update our Church Pictorial Directory! Photographs of you and your family
will be taken at the church May 12, 13, 14 & 15 and May 22, 23 & 24 so mark your calendar.

Appointments can now be made online! Go to:
https://www.securedata-trans14.com/ap/theepiscopalchurchofthegoodshepherdl/index.php?page=10

and follow the instructions to make your photo appointment.

You will receive a complementary 8x10 photograph plus a free directory for participating.
Also, Lifetouch will be donating $5.00 to CGS for each family that has their picture taken.
You are under no obligation to purchase additional pictures but you will have the option to
do so should you desire. This is the 6" Pictorial Directory we have done since Pastor Odie
has been Rector, and people find them immensely helpful in putting together faces and
names! If you have questions contact Judy Mulligan at judy@ judymulligan.com or Sue
Corman and Mary O’Reilly at radar3018@comcast.net.

APRIL
Please note that there are a few different Book Discussion Forums. These have become very popular

as a way to discuss our faith. Buy the book and regardless of how much you’ve read join the
discussion — it will even enlighten your reading if you read the book after the discussion!

April 3: Timeline Ang. Comm. & Episcopal Church

April 10: Timeline Cong History/Major Events

April 17: Timeline of Individual History & Current Ministry
April 24: Legacy Society?

N’EWES BITES

*SPECIAL THANKS - to all of our guilds, choirs, event leaders,
volunteers and staff whose time, energy, and commitment to serving
our Risen Lord made our services and activities during Lent, Holy m@ s

Week and Easter so special! N@ @

CGS Crafters

After a winter hiatus, the crafters are resuming after Easter to plan for this year's projects. We
meet most Wednesdays from 2-4pm, spring to fall, at the home of Jeanne Klink. It is not
necessary to come every week. New members and crafting ideas are always welcome. No
experience necessary. For more information, call Jeanne at 889-6066. Items made are sold at
the Harvestfest Dinner in October.
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Sunday Memorials and Thanksgivings

e 2. "\ |/ If you wish to honor a family member or friend on a special Sunday, you could
... 4 donate money for flowers ($25), wine/wafers ($20) or sanctuary candle ($10).
K " 7 % .4 Please contact Carole 603- 465-7682 or by email csawdon@charter.net

Y,

CGS Women's Coming Attractions

CGS Women will meet Monday, April 11, 6pm - social time; 6:30 pm potluck supper
(Please bring an entree, casserole or salad - home made, store bought or take out). The
Hostesses will provide dessert and the leadership team will bring social time snacks. All
women of the parish and Altar Guild members are invited to attend.

Program: The History of the CGS Kneelershow it started, who did the work and what the
designs mean. Come and meet some of the women who started the group and helped design
and needle the kneelers...including Peg Wehner, Jan Lambert, Sandy Desharnais, Betty
Mazzaro & Frances Rodier. Some of the kneelers will be on display including the kneeler
used by the Bishop when he is at CGS and the wedding kneeler designed by Bern Madeira.

Monday, May 9, 6pm - Annual Women's Dine Out at the Takumi Japanese Restaurant on
the DW Highway in South Nashua. Stir Fry menu: a side salad, hibachi vegetables, hibachi
fried rice (white on request), choice of 1 entree (beef, chicken, shrimp, or vegetables), ice
cream & hot green tea. $24 - flyer will be available at the April meeting. Enjoy CGS
fellowship and a good dinner as we watch a chef cook our meal right in front of us. The
group is open to all women of the parish

Altar Guild

Altar Guild Potluck Dinner Meeting - Monday, May 16, 6pm in the Parish Auditorium. All
parishioners are welcome to join the Altar Guild - men and women. Some set up for services
on Sundays, weddings and funerals. Some members take care of the linens or vestments,
while others do the floral displays for Thanksgiving, Christmas and Easter. If you are
interested in any of these worship ministries contact: Beth Barker - mary.barker@us.af.mil,
or Harvey Shaw - hshaw1956@Ilive.com.
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Staft Changes

Nursery Coordinator:

For 16 years Heidi Odierna has headed our marvelous Nursery staff. In each of the last 7
years she has handed her resignation to Pastor Odie, who promptly denied it every time,
wanting to maintain the wonderful Nursery care at CGS. This year she handed her
resignation written in stone, and it was finally accepted! We thank her for these many years
of tender loving care to our youngest children.

We welcome Ashley Perry as our new Nursery Coordinator Ashley graduated from
Plymouth State with a degree in Childhood Studies, and has worked the last few years in the
Nursery and other pre-school classes at the World Academy in Nashua. She resides in
Nashua with her dog Koda. She enjoys singing, softball, cheerleading, crafts and spending
time with friends and family.

Volunteer Coordinator:

This small part time position was added to the budget for 2016. The clergy decided to
employ our Communications Secretary, Abbie Law, for this work. Not only is she already
“on campus”, but she is willing to put in the occasional paid extra hours this will involve.
The position was designed to only take on the many clerical and coordination tasks currently
performed by the clergy, in order to free them up for more appropriate pastoral duties. Pastor
Alanna’s sabbatical/refresher leave made this an even more urgent need for this year.

O

o)

If You Are Willing, Please Consider Remembering
Good Shepherd In Your Will




Children & Family Faith Formation

Sunday School

Godly Play: Building Relationships with
God and Each Other

Our Godly Play Curriculum this time of year
focuses on the stories of our Christian faith that help
rejoice in Jesus’ Resurrection on Easter Sunday.

¥ us

During Lent Sunday School Children did an amazing job playing
“Lent~opoly”. The Kids get to bring in their change for charity and
receive a token prize Sundays April 3" & 10%

There are Five Levels of Stories in which to engage the Children: Core: Key
Sacred Stories of Christianity; Extension: extending core lessons;
Enrichment: lessons do not extend but deepen the core lesson; Afterwards:
lessons involve events and symbols that are not part of the biblical era but
focused on church history; Synthesis: lessons bring together multiple stories
to help children synthesize their learning. See the listing below for upcoming
stories in each area for the month of January.

Godly Play
3 Year Olds/Pre-K/K- 4/3 Easter Eggs; 4/10 Good Shepherd & World

Communion; 4/17 Baptism; 4/24 Group Program; 5/1 St. Catherine Siena;
5/8 Learning Focus; 5/15 Mystery of Pentecost; 5/22 Paul’s Discovery; 5/29
No Class; 6/5 St. Augustine; 6/12 Rehearsal; 6/19 Community Day

1 st & 2nd Grade- 4/3 Easter Eggs; 4/10 Good Shepherd & World
Communion; 4/17 Baptism; 4/24 Group Program; 5/1 St. Julian Norwich; 5/8
Learning Focus; 5/15 Mystery of Pentecost; 5/22 Circle of Holy Eucharist;
5/29 No Class; 6/5 St. Elizabeth; 6/12 Rehearsal; 6/19 Community Day.

Godly Time

3 rd & 4th Grade- 4/3 Knowing Jesus Parts1-3; 4/10 Knowing Jesus Parts1-5; 4/17 Knowing

Jesus Parts1-7; 4/24 Group Program; 5/1 St. Thomas Aquinas; 5/8 Learning Focus-Attend
Riser’s Game; 5/15 Circle of Holy Eucharist; 5/22 Holy Trinity; 5/29 No Class; 6/5 St.
Columba; 6/12 Rehearsal; 6/19 Community Day.

Riser’s & Godly Time

5 th & 6th Grade- 4/3 Knowing Jesus Parts1-7; 4/10 Free Choice; 4/17 Free Choice; 4/24

Group Program; 5/1 Risers Host Adult Forum; 5/8 Learning Focus; 5/15 Isaiah; 5/22 Holy
Trinity; 5/29 No Class; 6/5 St. Columba; 6/12 Rehearsal; 6/19 Community Day.



CURRICULUM NOTES: CGSimplementedhe fALearni ng F
AGroup Programo initiatives after
curriculum from kids and parents. They each happen three times throughot
the year4/24 “Group Program” will be an opportunity for grade levels to

come together for an experiential faith formation activity. 5/8 “Learning

Focus” is a way for each grade level to learn and explore various traditional
aspects of Christianity. TOPICS by GRADE- 3 Year Olds & PreK: Songs of
Sunday School; Kindergarten Bedtime & Table Prayers; First Grade Lord’s
Prayer; Second GradeSacraments; Third Grade Learning Liturgy; Fourth
Grade Beatitudes/Books of the Bible; * Th e Ri s &ifths&'SixtB1 a s s
Grade Church History/Episcopal Tradition.

SAVE THE DATE:
Children’s Eucharist—Sunday, April 171" at 9:45am

Riser’s Host Game Show “Are you Smarter than a Riser?”—Sunday,
May 1%t at 9am

Sunday School Teacher’s Meeting—Sunday, May 15th at 8am
Memorial Day Weekend—No Sunday School

Early Communion Blessing Workshop—Wednesday, June 8t at 6:30pm,
education opportunity with Q&A for children participating in the Early
Communion Blessing on Community Day

Sunday School

Early Communion

Our annual Early Communion Service will be part of the Sunday School’s Community Day
Celebration on Sunday, June 19™ at 9:45am. This ceremony is not a requirement for
receiving communion in this church, and there is no minimum agefor children to receive
communion.

However, this service is an opportunity for children who want to receive communion
for the first time or who have been receiving communion to have additional education and
preparation then participate in a festive celebration. Please contact Pastor Odie or Mary
O’Reilly if your child is interested in participating in this as they will have materials
available to help parents talk about communion with their children at home, regardless of
whether or not they are already receiving communion.

Pastor Odie will meet with parents and children on Wednesday, June 8" at
6:30pm to talk about communion and answer any questions you or your child may have
about Holy Eucharist, even if your child is already receiving communion. Contact Pastor
Odie at odie@cgsnashua.org
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The Rev. Dr. Robert “Odie” Odierna’s 30th Anniversary as Rector.
Church of the Good Shepherd, Nashua, NHGsunday, March 6, 2016.
Testimonial speech written by Pastor Alanna

So here we are, 30 years...30 beautiful, wonderful and full, very full years...Congratulations
Odie.

On behalf of all the congregation, lay leaders, staff and priests you’ve served with throughout
the years | just want to say, you are indeed living proof that God likes to color outside the
lines.

Shortly after arriving here at CGS | began to notice something shocking about you...I began
to notice your resemblance to someone famous. As | travelled around Nashua, Southern New
Hampshire, the Diocese, and even around the northeast seaboard—everywhere | went your
reputation preceded me...

The conversation always goes something like this: “Oh Alanna, welcome to such and such
gathering. Where are you serving?” Then me replying, “Right now I’'m serving in Nashua,
New Hampshire at Church of the Good Shepherd.” To which the response is always...varying
in tone, intonation and curiosity, “Oh with Odie?” or “Oh, how’s it going there for you...with
Odie?” or “Oh, didn’t they have a Rector there for a long time...his name was something like
a nick name”

Soon I began to hear myself replying something to the effect of “Yes, I serve with Odie and
really, the community is GREAT.” But then I began adding, “Yeah, Odie’s still there, the
place is jumping; I think he’s lasted for so long there because he’s kind of like Madonna, not
the Blessed Mother; but you know, the pop-legend Madonna because he’s always
reinventing himself.”

As you could imagine, reactions are always mixed to that one, but there is always this glint
of curiosity in the person’s eyes...because we all know it’s challenging to do anything for
thirty years...it’s challenging to have a job that long, it’s challenging to be married that long,
its challenging to play a sport that long...heck its even challenging to keep up with
friendships that long. But Madonna, she’s lasted thirty years, and now Odie, now, you have
t00...s0 here are my top five reasons you’re like Madonna.

Number 5: Using one single name....Odie. One word says it all, and really packs a punch.
Just like Madonna you don’t need the fancy, prefix, full first, middle or last name...it’s
enough just to say Odie, and everyone knows who and what you’re talking about.

Number 4: You both look the same even after 30 years...I mean who could ever have a
side by side picture on a cake and after 30 years of doing anything look the exact same?!
Except for a few grey hairs and maybe a few deeper lines...you and Madonna drink from the
same fountain of youth.



Number 3: You and Madonna both continue to reinvent yourselves, standing the test of
time. People know what you produce. They know the consistency with which you show up
and at the same time, you have a knack for keeping it fresh enough that people’s curiosity is
engaged. They want to know what you’re up to this time and they trust, even if it seems a
little crazy, artistic or down right Odie-ish, it will end up being not only a great adventure,
but fruitful in their life of faith and in the community of faith.

Number 2: You know how to surround yourself with Great People in order to make
dreams happen: from lay leadership, Vestry & Executive Committee members, an
outstanding staff at both CGS and the Front Door Agency, even those Assistant Rectors,

colleagues and Bishops. O

The best part of it, is that Christ’s mission and ministry—the dream that unfolds—is actually
not yours only; but that you know serving with many voices and ideas creates something
greater than ourselves (and although people may have a different impression), you’re actually
smart enough to know that Teamwork does make a Dream work and you invite people to
Dream big with God.

So the Number 1 you are like Madonna is that you’re both committed to the art of your
passion...for her its music and performance. GFor you thankfully, it’s not singing, but your
commitment is to the passion of the art of being a priest—to liturgy (well, Odie style
anyway), church music, outreach, community development and leadership, stewardship,
Christian education, counseling and pastoral presence. All these things put together, wrapped
up with a touch of Odie-ness, make you one excellent priest.

When | say excellent, I mean excellent in the way Jesus calls us to serve— excellent in the
ministry of presence, support, seeking justice, speaking the truth with love, having the
humility to seek forgiveness and offer mercy; and always having faith that even in the
darkest of times Christ will come through giving new life and hope. That’s what we do as
ministers, as ministers through our baptism, and specifically as priests serving the church.
We are called to nothing short of loving generously, throwing the seed of invitation to Christ,
and giving life itself in order to embody Christ’s presence in the world.

So congratulations on 30 years Odie.CMay you continue to live into the commitment and art
of your passion as disciple of Christ in your vocation as a priest and May God bless you as
you seek and serve him, coloring outside the lines for the next 30 years...



